Spiritual Alchemy

Take then, if you please, that as the essential
thought: that the Law of Sacrifice is based on the
Divine Nature, that the supreme sacrifice by which
the universe was emanated was this act of giving by
the Nature which is bliss, and that. therefore, the
object of the whole must essentially be this sharing or
scattering of bliss, and that the root of the sacrifice
is this joy in pouring forth to bring many into union
with Itself, of which the end is to be the Peace which
passeth all expression. Realizing that, we shall be
able to trace our Law of Sacrifice, and understand
what I spoke of as the dual aspect: the aspect which
in giving, is joy ; but, inasmuch as the lower nature
is a nature which grasps rather than gives, which
shows itself continually from the standpoint of the
lower nature as a renouncing, which is pain. And
if we study this a little more closely I think we shall
be able to escape from any contradiction, and per-
haps clarify our eyes when we are dwelling on this
great mystery, as it has well been called, of the Law
of Sacrifice. Let us realize that giving is the
highest joy, because it is of the essence of the
Divine Nature. Let us next realize that as man
becomes himself, that is, as he becomes in his own
self-consciousness divine, he will become more and
more joyful in himself, more and more joy-giving to
others. So that bliss must increase as the highest
nature develops, and pain can arise only out of the
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